
20 

FE
AT

UR
E

This is envisaged as being a focused prayer 
day for as many owners, staff, workplaces and 
ministries as possible to join together on the 
same day specifically to pray for one another as 
scripture instructs us.

The day has been arranged following a number 
of calls to prayer across social media initiated by 
Paul Slennett of Southend Christian Bookshop 
and picked up by Christian Resources Together. 
Phil Groom noted in the UKCB blog, ‘we’ve held a 
few days of prayer, the first one in 2009 was well 
supported and greeted with enthusiasm; later 
ones less so’.

Joy McIlroy, the Prayer Day Co-ordinator in 
2009 recalls what took place, “In the summer 
of 2009 things were pretty bleak! Our industry 
was in turmoil (due to the STL situation) and 
people were frightened for their futures. Many 
were angry about decisions that had been made 
that would affect their ministries and livelihoods. 
Some were putting words to their emotions and 
flinging them out to anyone who would listen.

“In the midst of this time came a call to prayer. 
We received support from retailers, publishers, 
suppliers, authors including messages of support 
from those in the industry overseas. We came 

together in prayer, many for the first time. Some 
came together physically; others just dwelt in 
the knowledge that as they prayed they were no 
longer alone. Our industry was mobilised as one! 
We sought God’s face together.

“Together we sought His will.

“What we found during this time was a real need 
to repent, to say sorry for the words we had used 
and the attitudes we had towards one another. 
We held up our ministries and resubmitted them 
to him. It was an amazing time for those of us 
who were involved and led to many new things”.

Prayer changes things
The same can be true again. Prayer is powerful. 
Prayer changes nations, and it changes us. 
Praying is as much about listening as it is 
speaking. Will you commit yourself to this day of 
prayer to bless and strengthen the entire trade 
community? Maybe the day can help you and/or 
your ministry establish a culture of prayer deep 
at the heart of your daily routine. Praying together 
regularly as a staff is a very powerful discipline.

How you run this day is up to you. Prayer – either 
collective or silent – can take place at set times 
during the day in the workplace 
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Day of Prayer
Monday 19th August 2013 has been designated as a Day of Prayer for all those 
connected with the Christian Resources Trade – publishers, distributors, printers, 
marketeers, agents, retailers (B&M and online), agencies, authors and others.

and can be tailored to your local situation. We 
suggest maybe coming together  
for up to 20 minutes at the beginning of the 
day, or at lunchtime or in the evening, or at all of 
these times.

Hopefully, local ministers and leaders, together 
with your customers and clients, will feel able 
to participate. Let them know about the day and 
invite them to your workplace to  
participate alongside you and your staff. We 
will pray together around the country in shops, 
offices, homes and even on holiday (seeing as  
its August!).

We are delighted that Mary Fleeson of 
Lindisfarne Scriptorium has written two original 
prayers to help us to focus our thoughts aright. 
It is suggested that our subsequent prayers 
focus on the needs of the trade, its mission and 
work, for godly relationships across the various 

functions, for the needs of 
individuals known to us, 
and for the impact of 
Christian resources 
around the world.

Write down what you 
believe the day has 
achieved. If God has 
spoken to you, record 
that too for future 
reference. Take 
photos of those who 
attend and send 
them in; Together 
magazine may use 
these in its report 
about the Day  
of Prayer.

Closing Prayer

God of our hearts, may we tremble in Your presence,

Saviour of our souls, may we hunger for Your Word,

Send Your blessing on our land.
God of our hearts, may we weep for the lost and the hurt,

Saviour of our souls, may we rejoice in Your promises,

Send Your Spirit on our land.
God of our hearts, may we be catalysts and companions,

Saviour of our souls, may we reflect Your love,
Send Your power on our land.

Mary Fleeson

Opening Prayer

Creator God,
As we equip those who teach Your Word and those  
who hear,
Supply our needs and guide us clearly,
So that we may be effective bearers of Your light.
We are Yours, may we do Your will.

Loving God,
As we encourage the children of Your Kingdom in their 
love for You,
Bless the calling of our hands and hearts,
So that we may further Your work in our community.
We worship You, may we honour Your name.

Merciful God,
As we invite others to walk more closely with You,
Help us to meet each challenge with vulnerability  
and humility,
So that we may become more like You.
We need you, may we hear Your wisdom.

“Will you commit yourself to this day 

of prayer to bless and strengthen the 

entire trade community?”


