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“This book …tells how the lives of  people who had no connection whatever with those events, 

were stained or scarred by them, and how they have made their accommodation with a country in 

powerful accounts from the heart.”

“7/7: Muslim Perspectives is an important contribution that should be read by everyone 

as terrorists and extremists.”

too well from that fateful day: shock, anxiety about the safety of  loved ones, the apparently absurd 

Endorsements
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Queen Mary, University of  London

“With memories of  7/7 still very much vivid five years on, this collection of  narratives 



7/7: Muslim Perspectives

Murtaza Shibli

who are rarely heard, and an opportunity to disseminate those voices in such a way as to promote 

University of London.



To London

& its spirit

deceased is to overcome the hatred and division 
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Open Your Eyes

The time is here, stand tall and be counted

We cannot falter in the face of  this new enemy

They will take your liberties and disappear in to the dark skies

Take your loved ones and forever break with you their ties

Ahmed Bashir 
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W
HEN 

I was born in Pakistan but have lived in Manchester since I was less than 

two years old. I have no memories of  Pakistan and have never set foot there since 

7/7 & Me

Mohammed Amin
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accident prone! He was down in London and the secretary mentioned with some 

contact with and account for all of  our relatives. The task was made harder as 

especially as I was a partner in the firm. I recall that I did not rush home from work 

to the television screen.
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took the train from Manchester to London Euston. At London Euston the taxi 

travelled from Manchester on time. He explained that his wife had only allowed him 

members of  the Muslim community. I think that very day the identity of  the 

suicide bombers had finally been established and it was clear that they were not 

Enormous praise is due to the Mayor of  London at that time, Ken 
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Fortunately, all have been successfully prevented by our security services, or like the 

community if  these attacks had succeeded would have been terrible, as we would 

to tear our country apart, the way that some other countries have been nearly 

and the likelihood that every one of  these people would remain silent.
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mass murder they had distanced themselves from God and turned away from 

reasons why these people chose to kill, since they have told us that in their suicide 

However, while there is no problem with Islam, there is a problem with some 

Muslims which we need to face up to. While I believe that if  I were to kill a random 

collection of  Londoners God would sentence me to hell for all eternity, there are 
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drink alcohol or to wear miniskirts.

hear about from other Muslims such as repeated stop and search which can cause 
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Making the

Connection

Laura Stout

is married and lives in London.

M

Long Night,

Longer Day

Ruhul Tarafder
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E
day I would hear on the radio or read in the papers about the 

closer, these handfuls had turned into tens of  thousands. We had all become 

where she developed her interest in issues of  identity, diaspora, masculinities and femininities, 

Unpacking Suitcases
British Muslim Identity

Before and After 7/7

Sadia Habib
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7
/7 

the school system. As a social researcher, I wanted to know about their experiences 

due consideration. At the same time, we must always point to how this is a minority 

T
HE 

Under Siege

Raihan Akhtar
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W
ALKING 

to tell me that that is, “our Lady, mother of  Jesus.” I simply asked them “What is 

Bin Laden’s

Relative?

Anjum Anwar
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T
HE 

discourse that constructs Muslim life in the reality of  the European continent. 

Reliving the Past

Murtaza Shibli

Being a Taliban

Anisa Abouelhassan 
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and pre 7/7, whilst veiled I had encountered a number of Islamophobic incidents. 

to Islam who had caused so much pain. 

From Covert to Convert 
‘Who, what & why

I was led to believe.’

Muhammad Amin
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I 

the police had withheld evidence from the defence, and that people who said they 

had in fact committed the crime were dismissed. I read that the Man on the Moon 

My husband chose to become Muslim about one year before we met. A 

and his beard. I bet if  he shaved off  his beard and wore a suit and tie he would no 

Fighting

Stereotypes

Saiyyidah Zaidi
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N the whole Muslims will be treated differently, particularly if  they see 

A Day of Sorrow

Imam Mohamed Rawat

The 7/7 Effect

Fatima Khan
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G
up in London, I never really experienced the racism my elder 

I can honestly say that I only really became aware of  my colour and what my faith 

on the day to day lives of  Muslims, however subtle. I needed to understand what 

were not in the interest of  the community as a whole. At this moment in time I am 

Hermeneutics. He is currently the Head Teacher of  an Islamic secondary school in London.

The Terror of

the Deserts

Ibrahim Lawson
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A

could now draw clear parallels. 

The Alarm Bell

Asra Fareed 

Us, Them,

& ‘Them’

Mohammad Sartawi
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in the relationship between beliefs, identity, and different forms of  practice in different Islamic 

I 
only to understand the extent of  the suspicion and distrust that now defines 

time of  day, and if  they did I would wonder what they were after. We were almost 

afraid to help people if  they asked us to. Many Muslims seemed to even fear their 

of  the media were weary of  them. They did not want to be associated with each other 

of  Muslims, but of  this, that, or the other Muslim. Newcomers to London would 

On ‘Becoming’

Muslim 

Serene Kasim
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I

has become almost morally incumbent upon us to do so. 

N a personal level, I must state that my apprehensions of  discrimination 

stay in the UK, I cannot even recall one instance of  discrimination or racial 

personal interaction with other communities is concerned. In this respect, all my 

Flight from

Pakistan

Ammar Ali Qureshi 
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Bridging

the Divide

Seja Majeed

From Tyranny

to Terror

Hassan Alkatib
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A 
FEW 

stereotyped in such a manner. In some ways I actually consider myself  lucky that it 

did not turn out worse. Nevertheless, I tried not to take it too personally and put it 

I
N 

Reflections

of a Student 

Nada Mansy
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A
7/7 was a disastrous day and should be remembered, we have 

been asked and will continually be asked but the point is how we actively pass on 

An Act of

Humiliation

Farhat Amin 

Summer of Sirens

& Sleeplessness 

Saadeya Shamsuddin 
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T
HE 

stations across the capital. When news broke that the explosions had been 

action was not the Islam I knew. 

He lived in Azad Kashmir in Pakistan where he spent his early childhood. 

W
HAT 

perpetrators of  7/7 is not as simple as most people are led to believe. 

The Rage

& the Fear

Yaser Iqbal

In Search of

Horizon

Shahida Ahmed
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T
HE 

the corridors of  university hostels. Amid these unfamiliar words, my peers started 

Actions, Reactions

& New Directions

Ahmed Bashir





In bringing together these reflections from a range of Muslim voices in this 
country, Murtaza Shibli has contributed signally to enabling a wide audience to 
gain insights into how the terrible events of 5 years ago are being assimilated and 
reflected on within the Muslim community. !is collection of reflections should 
also enable non Muslims to consider whether there have been and still are 
imbalances in the public treatment of those events in which 52 people, including 
four innocent Muslims were murdered. !ose responsible, we need to be 
reminded, were respecters neither of humanity nor of religion. If this book 
enables more people to be respecters of both, then it will have contributed to the 
wellbeing of British society.

Canon Guy Wilkinson, National Inter Religious Affairs Adviser & Secretary 
for Inter Religious Affairs to the Archbishop of Canterbury

!is important work makes a huge contribution towards our national 
understanding of the appalling events which took place on July 7th 2005. 

Peter Oborne, writer and broadcaster; Author,  Muslims Under Siege

7/7 Muslim Perspectives offers a rare chance to discover the everyday voices 
of British Muslims, which are all too often lost in the media hype and 
dominant narratives.

Tariq Modood, MBE, University of Bristol

!e full register of emotions is expressed: anger, anguish, perplexity, much 
soul-searching, compassion and the occasional paranoia. Few of the narratives are 
more poignant than those who sought in Britain pre-7/7 a quiet, unobserved life 
away from the violence and oppression of Iraq or Indian Kashmir. 

Philip Lewis, Author, Young, British and Muslim

If you want an insight into how diverse British Muslims are navigating a post-7/7 
landscape, written in their own words, then this book is a good place to start.

Asim Siddiqui, Chairman, !e City Circle

THIS BOOK explores and articulates insights, reactions and experiences of a 
wide range of Muslim men and women following the events of 7/7 – their feelings, 
anxieties and concerns. Also how they negotiated their own position with 
mainstream society and with each other in the aftermath. !ey reflect on the event 
and express their personal response, serving as a starting point for an exploration 

of the challenges and expectations which the future holds for them.
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